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COMMANDER’S CORNER 

Welcome back to another month’s news and happenings 

here at Post 240.  By most accounts, the last 30 days of 

June were slower than any of the other months so far in 

2019.  Not that this was necessarily a bad thing. Getting a 

brief respite from the frenetic pace we were keeping around 

the Post in the month of May, what with the four different 

elections we held, getting ready for Boys State, our Moth-

er’s and Memorial Day celebrations, etc., was, I suppose, 

not a bad thing.  But it’s now time to get back to the work at 

hand.   

However, before I describe a few of the upcoming events 

and opportunities before us in the month of July, let me 

first share my congratulations to all those Post 240 mem-

bers that ran and were elected to office: be they Riders, 

Auxiliary, Sons, or Legion.  Your commitment to your fel-

low veterans, the Post 240 family and our community at-

large has not gone unnoticed.  I know this coming 

2019/2020 Legion year will bring many new challenges, 

and with them, just as many opportunities to improve our 

Post and the lives of those with whom we serve, work, and 

play.  So thank you in advance for your time and dedica-

tion, and I look forward to working with you all.   

This month kicks off with Independence Day on Thursday, 

July 4th.  Post 240 has a celebration planned starting at 

1pm with food, music, a water slide in the parking lot for 

the kids, and lots of camaraderie.  I hope you can all make it  
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FIRST VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 
H.R. 299:   

BLUE WATER 
NAVY VIETNAM  
VETERANS ACT 

of 2019 

The decades-long fight for 
Blue Water Navy veterans to 
receive VA disability bene-
fits for illnesses linked to 
exposure to Agent Orange 
during the Vietnam War is 

over. 
 

On Tuesday, June 25, Presi-
dent Trump signed into law 

H.R. 299, the Blue Water 
Navy Vietnam Veterans Act 

of 2019.   
 

The American Legion-
supported legislation ex-

tends disability benefits cov-
ering medical conditions 

associated with Agent Or-
ange exposure to those who 
served on ships off the coast 
of Vietnam, known as "Blue 

Water" Navy veterans. 

Veterans who served in Vi-
etnam between 1962 and 

1975 are presumed to have 
been exposed to Agent Or-

ange if diagnosed with a 
medical condition associat-
ed with the herbicide, ac-

cording to the Agent Orange 
Act of 1991.  Presumptive 

diseases of exposure to the 
herbicide include certain 

cancers, Parkinson’s disease 
and diabetes.  

H.R. 299 further expands 
coverage and includes the 

provision that every veteran 
exposed to herbicides like 
Agent Orange should re-

ceive the same presumptive 
benefits. 

H.R.299 will also afford 
widows of certain veterans 
whose death was caused by 
a service-connected disabil-
ity access to pension bene-

fits.  Finally, it will also 
proves the children of cov-

ered service in Thailand  
certain additional benefits. 
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Membership climbed through  

the 90 percent mark this past 

month, which makes about 915 

active members out of a total of 

over approximately 1,030 

members that we had for 2018.   

At our General Membership 

meeting on June 11th, we read 

the names of 6 new and 2 

transfer memberships received 

during the previous 30 days.  

All were approved by a unani-

mous voice vote.  

July is here so we’ll be kicking 

our membership drive into 

high gear as the distribution of 

new membership cards for 

2020 will be upon us shortly.   

Stay tuned. 

— Hal Eyerly 

Cell  (850) 281-1816 

Toll Free   (855) 747-ROOF (7663) 

Bradley Hampshire 

Lic#CCC1328259 

 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

We have decided on a Post 240 

email messaging capability that 

will be used to solicit volun-

teers to serve as pallbearers, as 

well as  to share announce-

ments of the times and loca-

tions of funerals, viewings, etc., 

when members pass away.  We 

hope and pray that this new 

messaging effort to our mem-

bership will help everyone find 

the time to come out and show 

your love for our fellow mem-

bers who have passed on.   

You can find the latest news on 

funerals and fellow Post mem-

bers who are hospitalized on 

our Video Board in the Eagle’s 

Lair Lounge. 

— Barry Hines   



SECOND VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 
CONTACT US: 

 

COMMANDER 

Dave Forsman     850-292-2000 

ADJUTANT 

Joseph Bodmer     850-455-6111 

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

Tere Beckman    

SECOND VICE COMMANDER 

Tom Williams    850-497-2463 

THIRD VICE COMMANDER 

Tom Williams (Acting) 

FINANCE OFFICER 

Ray Hamel   

HISTORIAN 

Bob Reinhart     

 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

 Jerry DuPont     

CHAPLAIN 

Barry Hines    850-712-2810 

SERVICE OFFICER 

Donna Hudson     850-261-1959 

ALR DIRECTOR 

Betti Perry    615-962-4256 

SAL COMMANDER 

Bruce Robertson   

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Steve Stillwell  

Hal Eyerly  

Bill Evans 

LOUNGE MANAGER 

Sue Terry    850-455-6111 

 

POST PHONE #  &  WEBSITE 

850-455-6111 

 

        americanlegionpost240.org 
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THIRD VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 

Last month’s Car Show and Fish Fry was back to the stellar 

success we have come to expect.  Both the Car Show, as 

usual, and the Fish Fry, were well attended and financial 

successes.  As always, kudos to Mario and Raybo in the 

cook shack, and Amy and Becky in the kitchen, for helping 

make this event go off like clockwork.  This month’s Car 

Show and Fish Fry will land on July 7th.  Hope to see you 

all there.   

By the way, did you know the one Post Officer position that 

has yet to be filled?  That’s right, it’s this one, the 3rd Vice 

Commander’s job.  The job revolves around oversight of the 

events and activities that occur on our grounds outside, and 

the coordination of them with the House Committee and 

Lounge Manager.  For a commitment of only a few hours a 

couple of days a month, the work of the 3rd Vice  is a truly 

satisfying job in that you get to see the positive results of 

your efforts in real time.   See Dave Forsman, Post 240 

Commander, to learn more. 

— Dave Lawhun 

Father’s Day on June 16th was a huge success and the break-

fasts were well-received.  Thank you to our volunteers and to 

Ray and Sally for once again setting a great table.      

We also had a Professional Wrestling event outside in the 

Pavilion Area on June 22nd.  There were seven different 

matches representing weight classes from featherweight to 

light-heavyweight, and they sure did bring the action.  Re-

grettably, it was also a hot and steamy affair for sure, with 

temperatures in the mid-90’s, which likely contributed to 

what was a disappointing turnout.   

This month promises a great time for kids of all ages, with 

our July 4th Independence Day celebration.  From a water 

slide outside for the kids, to burgers, hotdogs, and other Pot-

luck goodies to munch on, to live music in the Lounge by the 

likes of Augie Savage, Nick Branch and John Joiner.  We 

hope you can join us. 

— Tom Williams 



out.  In addition, with the support of a majority vote taken at the June General Membership 

meeting, we have engaged the services of Saltmarsh, Cleaveland & Gund, Certified Public 

Accountants, to conduct an audit of our Post 240 financial recordkeeping, ledgers and ac-

counts.  The audit will begin the first week in July and run through the month of August and 

cover the 2016, 2017, and 2018 calendar years.   

On a related note, we will be raising the call for volunteers to help with the annual Post in-

ventory — a necessary event with the installation of this year’s Post leadership team.  I hope 

you will join with your new Post Officers as we again work to document the depth and 

breadth of items and artifacts that we have here at Post 240 — from furniture to equipment, 

tools to supplies, and more — its one of our most important annual tasks.   Check with any 

House Committee member to find out how you can be of service and help. 

In other news, on June 18th, FDOT held a public hearing at the Warrington Baptist Church 

seeking community comments and input on their preliminary plans for the widening of Gulf 

Beach Highway and Sorrento Road to four lanes with either a grassy median or a break-

down/turn lane as a center fifth lane.   

We submitted formal input to the State’s Project Manager.  Our 

comments as well as the State’s preliminary feasibility study re-

sults, are available for your reading pleasure on the clipboard in 

the front of the Lounge that holds the General Membership 

meeting minutes and other announcements.  We’ll be putting 

our written comments to FDOT on our Post website for your to 

read at your leisure.  We’ll be staying on top of this issue as it 

definitely has potential for devastating consequences for our 

Post in the years to come. 

To find out the latest, up-to-the-minute news, follow along with 

Post 240’s website at: 

americanlegionpost240.org 

— Dave Forsman 

COMMANDER’S CORNER (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

EVENT HALL  

RENTAL  

 

Need a place to hold 

an event?  Birthdays, 

anniversaries, recep-

tions, parties: we have 

the space!   

Our Hall holds 199 

people, has a private 

bar, band stand, dance 

floor, etc.  Catering is 

also available.  Rea-

sonable usage fees 

apply.   

For further info contact 

the Lounge at (850) 

455-6111 and speak to 

the Lounge Manager, 

Ms. Sue Terry, or our 

Second Vice Com-

mander Tom Williams. 



 

            Hours: 

Wed:  1600—2000 

Thu:    1700—2000 

Fri:      1700—2000 

Sun:    0800—1100 

                                                      Menu 

SANDWICHES      SIDES 

Hamburger      $5.50   Onion Rings   $4.50 

Cheeseburger     $6.00   French Fries   $3.50 

Patty Melt    $6.00   Cheese Sticks   $4.50 

Bacon Cheeseburger  $7.50   Appetizer Platter  $10.50 

Ham or Turkey Sandwich  $5.50     

Grilled Cheese    $4.00   SALADS 

Bacon-Lettuce-Tomato  $6.50   Regular Salad  $3.00 

Grilled Ham & Cheese   $5.50   Chef Salad   $7.00 

Club Sandwich   $6.50   Grilled Chicken Salad $7.00 

        Taco Salad   $7.00 

APPETIZERS      $10.00 DINNER NIGHTS (Wed, Fri.) 

Lumpia (9)    $5.50   Country Fried Steak 

Chicken Wings   (7)   $5.50   Pepper Steak 

Chicken Tenders   (3-4)  $5.50   Chicken Breast (Grilled or Fried) 

    Add Fries    $7.00   Sweet & Sour Pork or Chicken 

        All Dinners include Salad, Roll, 2 Sides 

DINNER SIDES:  Baked or Mashed Potato, Corn, Steamed Rice, French Fries,  

   Steamed Broccoli, Green Beans  

 

THE AGENCY OF PENSACOLA 

Your Real Estate Source 
5705 N. Davis Hwy~Pensacola, FL  32503 

Rob Wilmer, Realtor 
(o) 850.472.2500 

(c) 850.723.3250  

robwilmerrealtor@gmail.com  



BINGO HALL 
OPERATIONS 

 

The Bingo Hall con-

tinues to request vol-

unteers to assist with 

event operations.  

Volunteers are re-

quested to state their 

preferred start and 

end times relative to 

their availability.   

Assistance and sup-

port for the early 

hours of Bingo 

Nights is especially 

requested. 

Our games have six 

$250 pots and all 

other games have 

$50 winners.  Bingo 

starts at 1800 on 

Wednesdays.  Bingo 

is open to the public, 

so grab a friend and 

come on down!  

LOUNGE NEWS 

In June, the Eagle’s Lair Lounge reported that it again took in 

approximately $7,000 in Pull Tabs revenue, and that the 

Lounge also took in approximately $3,000 in revenue from 

food and beverage sales for last month.  In other news of note:  

the Father’s Day breakfast event on the 16th was well attended.   

Congratulations to Jennifer Recely Hayes for her big win in 

June of almost $7,000 in the Queen of Hearts drawing.  A new 

drawing began the very next week and as of the end of June, 

the winning pot was already at $1,734 and climbing.    

It’s Summertime so things get slow this time of year.  Nonethe-

less, it’s time to celebrate Independence Day, July 4th in the 

Lounge.  This year’s celebration is planned for a 1pm start time 

with food, music, a water slide or bounce house in the parking 

lot for the kids.  We are especially excited to be welcoming live 

music again in the Lounge for the 4th: tunes curtesy of  Augie 

Savage, Nick Branch and John Joiner, who will regale us with a 

mix of country, rock, and pop music throughout the afternoon 

in the Lounge.  

And so far for August we have an Italian Cookoff Party coming 

on the 10th, with judging and prizes for Best Appetizer, Best 

Entrée, and Best Italian Dessert.  Get your Italian accent ready!      

— Sue Terry 
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QUEEN OF HEARTS 

50/50 WEEKLY JACKPOT DRAWING

Tickets are $1.00 Each

Must Be An American Legion Member

Drawings Each Friday @ 1800

See Bartender

or Post Officer

for Tickets



If anyone has any pictures of the history of our post, please get in touch with our new His-

torian, Bob Reinhart so he can include them in next year’s scrapbook.  And please re-

member to include any names of individuals in your pictures so we can correctly attribute 

the faces in the pics.   

HISTORIAN’S NEWS  

HOUSE COMMITTEE NEWS 
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On this month’s maintenance front, the 

House Committee had a relatively quiet 

30 days.  We did a bunch of small tasks 

around the Post.  For example, we had to 

fix a safety switch on the kitchen oven.  

We also installed the new bollards in the 

back of the building at the corners., and 

had the air conditioning drains cleared  

(you might notice the water draining across the west parking lot).   

We also had 18 young people volunteer at the Post, doing jobs 

like cleaning the trash cans and mats, reorganizing the Pink Ele-

phant storage shed, and helping to set-up the tents for the Pro-

fessional Wrestling event held here on the 22nd.    

In other news, we are again looking for a couple of volunteers to 

join the House Committee as we recently had two resignations by 

Dave Viechec and Rob Mangan.  So if you’re interested, we can 

certainly use your time and efforts. 

 

SALLY’S J’S 

KITCHEN  

Sally J’s Kitchen is 

open for Bingo on 

Wednesday nights, Fri-

day nights for Karaoke, 

and Sunday mornings for 

breakfast.   

For now we are pleased 

that the Kitchen is also 

open on Thursdays for 

Pub Quiz “Trivia” nights.  

Hungry for a Steak dinner 

with all the fixin’s?  That’s 

a Sally J’s Kitchen spe-

cialty on Friday nights 

with Steak Dinners that 

include two sides, roll, 

salad, and a sweet  

dessert.  YUM! 

IN THE EAGLES LAIR LOUNGE

EVERY DAY 4-7pm

$2.00 DOMESTIC BEER

$2.50 IMPORT BEER

$2.50 WELL DRINKS



AMERICAN LEGION  RIDERS  

The next Post 240 American Legion Riders meeting is 

scheduled for July 11th @ 1800.  We are 

currently in the process of adding “No 

Parking” signage to the fence line that 

abuts the motorcycle parking pad.  

Talks are underway as well to deter-

mine the costs, materials and logistics 

required to add striping and “No Park-

ing” areas to the pavement and con-

crete along the fence line and the motorcycle parking area.     

Lastly, come out to your Post on Tuesdays at 1700 for 

Rider’s Grill, which is currently featuring Taco Tues-

days sponsored by the Riders.  Hard and soft tacos are 

available, as well as taco salads, and OOH-OOH-OOH 

you have to try “Alex’s Margarita Specials” too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There isn’t a lot of news from the Sons 

this month, as summertime is usually 

the slowest part of the year for us.  We 

are still raising revenues through the 

50/50 raffles we sponsor immediately 

after the Queen of Hearts drawings on 

Friday nights and again later in the 

evening during Karaoke.  And that is 

why during the 2018/2019 Legion 

Year, the SAL donations totaled $4,390 altogether.  We plan 

for this new 2019/2020 year to be even better! 

Lastly, our election of new officers for the Sons of the Ameri-

can Legion at Post 240 are now official.  Please join us all in 

welcoming the following new SAL Officers: 
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LEGION RIDERS 
DIRECTOR 

Betti Perry 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

Neil Gahimer 

SECRETARY 

Bruce Robertson 

TREASURER 

Robert Farley 

MEMBERSHIP 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Jana Staples 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Spirit Gebbia 

SAFETY 

Jerry Sires 

ROAD CAPTAINS 

Geno Graham & Larry Barrows 

SONS  OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION 

COMMANDER 

Robert Farley 

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

Neil Gahimer 

SECOND VICE COMMANDER 

Robert Qualls 

TREASURER 

John Maxwell 

ADJUTANT 

Justin Farley 

CHAPLAIN 

Bruce Ganis 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Alan Getman 

HISTORIAN 

Rick Davis 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 



LADIES AUXILIARY  NEWS 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ( SEE PAGE 10 FOR MORE) 

LADIES  
AUXILIARY  

 
PRESIDENT 

Earlynn Stillwell 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Sherry Hamel 

SECRETARY 

Amy Quin 

TREASURER 

Kathy McCaffrey 

HISTORIAN 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Jana Staples 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Becky Ohning  

First off:  a well-deserved congratulations to 

Kim Edens, our outgoing Ladies Auxiliary 

President for her election to the District One 

Auxiliary President’s position.   

Kudos as well to all of our Auxiliary mem-

bers and the awesome job you did with Pop-

py sales this year.  All told, we raised over 

$200.00 from the sale of poppies.  In addition, we added anoth-

er $95.00 from the donated proceeds of 50/50 drawings by the 

Sons of the American Legion, and another $126.00 in proceeds 

of the Legion Riders 50/50 drawings in May.  We are so grateful.  

Lastly, remember to come out for our regularly scheduled 

monthly Ladies Auxiliary Meeting, which is always held on the 

same day as the Post’s General Membership meeting, which is 

July 9th this month. 

Here are this month’s notable events and meetings: 

• Every Friday @ 1800—The NEW Queen of Hearts drawing 

begins anew each Friday at 1800.  Come in to the lounge and get 

your tickets:  $1.00 a ticket. 

• Every Tuesday @ 1700—Riders Grill:  ”Taco Tuesdays” 

• July 4 @ 1300—Independence Day celebration in the Lounge 

with burgers, hotdogs wit all the fixin’s and potluck dishes, plus 

live music, and for the kiddies, a waterslide in the parking lot to 

keep the little ones cool. 

• July 7 @ 1200—Car Show & Fish Fry (Fish Fry @ 1300). 

• July 9 @ 1730 and 1830—House Committee, General Membership & Ladies Auxiliary 

meetings (respectively).   

• July 11 @ 1800—AL Riders Meeting. 

• July 16 @ 0800-VA Clinic Donuts Charity event.  Come out and help us deliver donuts 

to VA staff and patients alike. 

• July 16 @ 1800 — Sons of the American Legion Meeting. 

• July 23 @ 1800—House, Executive & Planning Committees meet. 
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 240 WEBSITE 

IS UP AND RUNNING !!!

Type into your web browser the following URL:

americanlegionpost240.org

That’s all there is.  

It’s fast, responsive, and informative.

We’re constantly looking for the right kinds 

of information to add to our website, 

so if you have ideas, just see the 

Adjutant and share your thoughts!



JOIN US for 

BINGO NIGHTS

Wednesdays @ 1800 

in the Event Hall

KARAOKE !!

EVERY FRIDAY  @  1900
Brought to you by

LIPS A GO-GO
DJ AND KARAOKE

TAMMY CALVERT OWNER


