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COMMANDER’S CORNER 

The holidays are finally upon us in all their glitzy, LED-

bedazzled, Christmas-themed Muzak glory.  We now get to 

enjoy the thrill of spending hours, days, or maybe even 

weeks with our loved ones, distant relations, friends, and 

pets.  Not to be missed, however, much less forgotten, we’ll 

also have the Amazons, Targets and Walmarts of the world 

making sure we don’t miss hearing all about the “Black Fri-

day”, “Cyber Monday” and who knows what other sales op-

portunities retailers will serve up to get us to part ways with 

what’s in our wallets.  Yes, this is the month to celebrate 

rabid consumerism in all its unbounded optimism. 

But lest we forget, this is also a time of year when many of 

our fellow veterans here in Pensacola, including some with 

families, won’t be hearing Santa’s sleigh bells, or partaking 

of the gifts so many of us take for granted during the holi-

days.  As fortunate as many of us here at Post 240 are, there 

are many of our fellow citizens in Pensacola who are not.  

Be they hurt or otherwise in ill health, finding themselves in 

temporary financial straits or worse, or just waking up to 

the realization that they are alone again for the holidays 

with no one to share with them the blessings of this most 

festive season of the year. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way.  There are little things we 

can all do to brighten the holidays for those less fortunate.  

A “Buddy-Check” call or visit is a great way to reconnect 

with and reinvigorate a veteran in your neighborhood.  We 

all know some, and if you don’t, we here at Post 240 can 
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FIRST VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 
Need A Christmas  

Present? 
How About An 

American Legion 
Commemorative 

Coin? 

The American Legion’s 
centennial coins went on 
sale from the U.S. Mint 
starting March 14. Here 
are some questions and 
answers about the coins: 
 
Question:  Where do I 
find the coins online to 
see and purchase them? 
 
Answer:  For purchases, 
go to www.legion.org/
coin. 

Question:  I don’t have 
access to a computer. Is 
there another way to buy 
them? 

Answer: Yes, call 800-
USA-MINT (800-872-
6468). 

Question: How much 
are the coins? 

Answer: There are many 
variables to the cost, in-
cluding the gold coin, 
which will be influenced 
by the price of gold itself. 
Check the website or call 
the 800 number for spe-
cific pricing information. 

Question: What’s in it 
for The American Legion? 

Answer: Proceeds from 
the sale of the coins will 
help fund American Le-
gion programs that sup-
port veterans, service-
members, their families 
and the communities in 
which they live.  
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Our Post is progressing well 

with our membership drive, 

including renewals, transfers or 

new membership applications.   

As of November 27th, we were 

at 69.41% of our 2020 Depart-

ment membership goal of 925 

members.  This reflects 642 re-

newals, transfers, and new 

members signed up to-date, an 

increase of 108 paid members 

since the end of October.   In 

fact, we are well ahead of last 

year’s totals when we only had 

595 members who were current 

on their dues.  

With the holidays upon us, 

please consider giving yourself 

the gift of renewed member-

ship.  Your 2019 membership 

cards do expire on January 1.  

We will still honor them until 

February 1, 2020.  After that, 

however, you will no longer be 

a member in good standing un-

til you renew.   

Finally, as I am on sick leave 

until the end of the year, please 

see our Adjutant, Joe Bodmer, 

for anything membership-

related.           — Tere Beckman 

With the holiday season upon 

us, I want to send you and 

yours a heartfelt prayer that all 

the blessings of the Christmas 

and Hanukkah season come 

your way.    

To that end, lets all remember 

our many fellow veterans and 

their families here in the Pen-

sacola area who may not be en-

joying all of the gifts we may be 

blessed to receive.  Be they 

someone 

who is home-bound, spending 

time in the hospital, or just un-

able financially or physically to 

celebrate all that the holidays 

represent.  A kind word, a gift 

under our Auxiliary’s Angel 

Tree, or other expressions of 

hope, sharing and caring can 

truly make someone’s day 

brighter and more hopeful as 

the new year approaches.  

                              —  Barry Hines   

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

This month, for the period Oc-

tober 22 to November 26, 2019, 

we were able to meet with and 

deliver services to our fellow 

veterans as follows:   

                       — Donna Hudson   

SERVICE OFFICER’S REPORT 

Activity Total 

Veteran Walk-ins 38 

Miles Driven                        550 mi. 

Hours Volunteered                      51 



SECOND VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 
CONTACT US: 

 

COMMANDER 

Dave Forsman     850-292-2000 

ADJUTANT 

Joseph Bodmer     850-455-6111 

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

Tere Beckman    850-860-0616 

SECOND VICE COMMANDER 

Tom Williams    850-497-2463 

THIRD VICE COMMANDER 

Dan Quinn  

FINANCE OFFICER 

Ray Hamel     229-630-3486 

HISTORIAN 

Bob Reinhart     850-501-2414 

 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

 Jerry DuPont     850-344-5887 

CHAPLAIN 

Barry Hines    850-712-2810 

SERVICE OFFICER 

Donna Hudson     850-261-1959 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Steve Stillwell -Chair   850-485-4804 

Tony Hammerling 

Michael Nicholson 

Sundy Meads 

 

ALR DIRECTOR 

Vacant                   850-516-3435 

SAL COMMANDER 

Robert Farley      850-529-8351   

 

LOUNGE MANAGER 

Sue Terry    850-455-6111 

POST PHONE #  &  WEBSITE 

850-455-6111 

 americanlegionpost240.org 

Page  3 

THIRD VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 

Last month’s Fish Fry continued its stellar success with an-

other profitable first Sunday of the month.  As always, ku-

dos to Mario and Raybo in the cook shack, and Matthew 

(Meg’s son), Amy and Becky,  and of course, Ray and Sally 

J., serving in the kitchen.  We won’t have another Fish Fry 

until sometime in late Winter or early Spring 2020. 

As you’ve read, our Thanksgiving for the Troops was a great 

success.  Thanks you to all that helped.            — Dan Quinn  

First, the big event this month was our Thanksgiving for the 

Troops affair on November 28th.  It was a great success, de-

spite a few hiccups with the trolley bus transportation.  Our 

donors were as generous as we’ve seen in recent years what 

with all of the food and baked goods we received.  As our 

Commander mentioned in his address on Page 1, we want to 

raise a toast to Alex Barber for his fantastic job arranging 

and managing all of the hectic activities needed to ensure a 

successful event for our troops, members and invited guests. 

With the holidays upon us, let me share a few upcoming 

events of interest .  The Post will be closed for Christmas 

Day—so mark your calendars.  The New Year’s Eve Party 

preparations are well underway.  Tickets are available in the 

Lounge and are priced at $25 per couple, $15 per person, 

which includes decorations, party favors, dancing to the 

tunes of the band, Southern Breeze, heavy hors d’oeuvres, 

and the back bar will be open.  And we want to thank Tony 

Hammerling of our House Committee, and Jerry Dupont, 

our Sergeant-At-Arms for volunteering as Designated Duty 

Drivers that night.  So if you can’t drive, they can drive you 

and your car home and then return together to make more 

trips. 

In other news, Karaoke on Saturday nights (only) from 1900 

to 2300 has been discontinued for the month of January and 

beyond.  Lastly, with the holidays approaching, a lot of par-

ties have been booked for the Events Hall, and so we will 

need our designated Duty Officers to be prepared and re-

spond on time.                                                    — Tom Williams 



help with names and phone numbers of Post members who we’ve not seen lately and maybe lost 

touch with and/or need to reach out to again. 

There’s also the Post 240 Auxiliary’s Angel Tree and similar outreach efforts aimed at trying to 

provide some of the many underprivileged children and their families here in Pensacola with 

not just presents and gifts, but also with the foodstuffs needed to help make their holiday meal a 

little more nourishing and thankful.  There’s also the homeless shelters here in Pensacola, espe-

cially those that emphasize service to veterans and their families.  Perhaps you’ve noticed the 

coat and jacket collection box in our Lounge.  We hope to make many a deserving person’s day 

here in Pensacola a little brighter, and warmer, this holiday season.  We hope you can join your 

fellow veterans and Post Officers here at Post 240 this holiday season as we seek to remember 

those less fortunate and hold true to one of our core American Legion values and pillars:  that of 

service to our community. 

But before I close, I just want to give a huge Shout-Out to Alex “Stretch” Barber, who did just an 

incredible job of heading-up and managing the Thanksgiving For The Troops event at the Post 

on Thursday, November 28th.  We are blessed to have him as a Post 240 member!  I also want 

to thank all of our donors for their gracious donations of turkeys, 

hams, entrees, sides, and baked goods, especially  

Publix’s at Innerarity Point.  Their generosity was inspiring.  As 

always, for the latest up-to-the-minute news, follow along with 

Post 240’s website at:  americanlegionpost240.org 

                                                                                      — Dave Forsman 

COMMANDER’S CORNER (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

EVENT HALL  

RENTAL  

 

Need a place to hold 

an event?  Birthdays, 

anniversaries, recep-

tions, parties: we have 

the space!   

Our Hall holds 199 

people, has a private 

bar, band stand, dance 

floor, etc.  Catering is 

also available.  Rea-

sonable usage fees 

apply.   

For further info contact 

the Lounge at (850) 

455-6111 and speak to 

the Lounge Manager, 

Ms. Sue Terry, or our 

Second Vice Com-

mander Tom Williams. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT 

The following financial data 

are reported as of the Novem-

ber 26th Executive Committee 

Meeting:  

In compiling the financial re-

port, we find the current 

month’s net worth as having a 

balance of $113,180.  This fig-

ure reflects our total General 

Fund Assets plus Money Mar-

ket funds, minus our Reserve 

Fund of $50,000. 

The 3-year audit continues at 

a pace that is slower than we 

had hoped. We anticipated 

the audit would be completed 

by the end of November, but 

the holidays have slowed 

things.  There is a lot more 

work to be done in reconciling 

both the Post’s books and the 

Lounge’s accounting records.   

Stay tuned.        — Ray Hamel  

General Fund Assets $49,983 

Money Market        $113,197 

Liabilities (Reserve 

Fund)                        

$50,000 

Income                         $19,706 

Expenditures              $7,306 
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            Hours: 

Wed:  1600—2000 

Thu:    1700—2000 

Fri:      1700—2000 

Sun:    0800—1100 

                                                      Menu 

SANDWICHES      SIDES 

Hamburger      $5.50   Onion Rings   $4.50 

Cheeseburger     $6.00   French Fries   $3.50 

Patty Melt    $6.00   Cheese Sticks   $4.50 

Bacon Cheeseburger  $7.50   Appetizer Platter  $10.50 

Ham or Turkey Sandwich  $5.50     

Grilled Cheese    $4.00   SALADS 

Bacon-Lettuce-Tomato  $6.50   Regular Salad  $3.00 

Grilled Ham & Cheese   $5.50   Chef Salad   $7.00 

Club Sandwich   $6.50   Grilled Chicken Salad $7.00 

        Taco Salad   $7.00 

APPETIZERS       

Lumpia (9)    $5.50    

Chicken Wings   (7)   $5.50    

Chicken Tenders   (3-4)  $5.50    

    Add Fries    $7.00    

 

FRIDAY STEAK NIGHT!  Steak dinners come with two sides, salad, roll, and dessert. 

DINNER SIDES:  Baked/Mashed Potato, Corn, Salad, Rice, French Fries, Broccoli, Green Beans. 

New Year’s Eve Party—December 31, 7:00pm until ...  $25 per couple, $15 per person.  

Tickets on sale now, available from the Eagles Lair Lounge 



Post 240’s golf team at the “Post 340 Girls State Golf 

Tournament”:  (from left) Tony Hammerling, 

Alex Barber, and Rick Morgan (Joe Bodmer not shown). 

American Legion Post 240 was a Gold Sponsor of the  

“Post 340 Girls State Golf Tourney” held on November 2, 2019. 

From left to right—Joe Bodmer and Alex “Stretch” Barber. 

 Thank You to Publix and all of our Thanksgiving Sponsors 

“Everybody Gets A Hug For Thanksgiving” - Becky Ohning 

November 28, 2019:   Group picture at the Thanksgiving for the Troops event at Post 240. 



BINGO HALL 
OPERATIONS 

 

The Bingo Hall con-

tinues to request vol-

unteers to assist with 

event operations.  

Volunteers are re-

quested to state their 

preferred start and 

end times relative to 

their availability.   

Assistance and sup-

port for the early 

hours of Bingo 

Nights is especially 

requested. 

Our games have six 

$250 pots and all 

other games have 

$50 winners.  Bingo 

starts at 1800 on 

Wednesdays.  Bingo 

is open to the public, 

so grab a friend and 

come on down!  

LOUNGE NEWS 

Finances first, in October the Lounge provided $2,000 from 

Lounge receipts and another $7,400 in Pull Tabs sales.  The 

Queen of Hearts pot is climbing, and should be well over 

$9,000 (maybe $10,000) in the month of December.  Drawings 

are held each Friday at 1800 in the Eagles Lair Lounge.  Tickets 

are $1.00 apiece, and seating at the bar is once again filling-up 

some 2-3 hours before the drawing.  So come early, try your 

luck, and enjoy the fun with all your Legion family.   

Last month’s Italian Cookoff event on November 9th was a 

feast enjoyed by all who attended.  I won’t belabor talking more 

about our Thanksgiving for the Troops event on the 28th.  

Needless to say, it was a huge success as well, with the troops 

taking a lot of food home to feed those who couldn’t attend!  

This month, we hope everyone will join us in the Lounge for the 

Annual Army-Navy football game on December 14th @ 

1400.  We’ll have plenty of TV’s tuned-in, drink specials and 

some seriously raucous cheerleading.  Uniforms optional, but 

dressing-up for the game is welcome by all!  Go NAVY! 

Once again our Post 240’s Employee Appreciation Day is com-

ing up.  This year it is scheduled for the 15th of December.  I 

can’t wait to see what our Adjutant will look like this year be-

hind the bar — it’ll have to be good to top his tuxedo outfit from 

two years ago, and of course, last year’s Archbishop costume.  

Lastly, we’ll be closed for Christmas Day.  The New Year’s Eve 

party will start at 1800, and tickets are $25 per person, and are 

available for purchase from the bar staff.                  — Sue Terry 
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Cell  (850) 281-1816 

Toll Free   (855) 747-ROOF (7663) 

Bradley Hampshire 

Lic#CCC1328259 



If anyone has any pictures of the history of our post, please get in touch with me so I can in-

clude them in next year’s scrapbook.  And please remember to include any names of individu-

als in your pictures so we can correctly attribute the faces in the pics.  We have so many events 

throughout the year, it would be a shame to miss out on any one!  Also, please share your 

Thanksgiving pictures with me or the Adjutant.  Thanks!                                        — Bob Reinhart 

HISTORIAN’S NEWS  

HOUSE COMMITTEE NEWS 

Once again the House Committee had a 

relatively quiet 30 days as far as major, or 

for that matter even relatively minimal, 

maintenance tasks go.  We did have minor 

repair work done to two thermostats for 

the AC unit.  We also fixed a CO2 leak with 

the Lounge soda lines, which are once 

again working fine.  The Health Depart-

ment gave a us a clean bill of health for  

“Sally J’s Kitchen”.  Also, hats-off to Leonard, our maintenance 

man, who solved a number of minor issues that could have 

turned major (and expensive) were it not for his deft handiwork.     

We have completed our work with the insurance policy coverages 

and quotes for our Post’s property and liability insurance.  It is 

now increased to $1,000,000 for our building, and more im-

portantly, its contents.  The increase coverage cost was relatively 

minor at approximately $2,200 a year.  The Executive Commit-

tee approved the increase, and it will come before a vote at  

December’s General Membership meeting.         — Steve Stillwell  

 

SALLY’S J’S 

KITCHEN  

Sally J’s Kitchen is 

open for Bingo on 

Wednesday nights, 

Thursdays for Bar Trivia, 

Friday nights for Karao-

ke, and Sunday mornings 

for breakfast.   

For now we are pleased 

that the Kitchen is also 

open on Thursdays for 

Pub Quiz “Trivia” nights.  

Hungry for a Steak dinner 

with all the fixin’s?  That’s 

a Sally J’s Kitchen spe-

cialty on Friday nights 

with Steak Dinners that 

include two sides, roll, 

salad, and a sweet  

dessert.  YUM! 
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AMERICAN LEGION  RIDERS  

The next Post 240 American Legion Rid-

ers meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 

December 3rd @ 1800.    

Our  Rider’s Grill on Tuesdays starting 

at 1700 continues to show strong support 

by the Post.  Featuring tacos and taco sal-

ads, everything is prepared fresh and to-

order, so come in and get yours. Likewise, Meat Bingo on the 

first Saturday of each month continues to do well as a fund 

raiser for the Riders — the next Meat Bingo is December 7th.   

At the last Executive Committee meeting on November 19th, 

the Rider’s agreed to donate $200 to the Post 240 Auxiliary’s 

Girls State fund-raising drive.   Lastly, at the December 3rd 

American Legion Riders meeting, elections were held for the 

positions of Director and Assistant Director.  I was elected Di-

rector, and Dave Viechec was elected to the position of Assis-

tant Director.  Thanks to all who attended.       — Neil Gahimer 

 

 

At the last Executive Committee meeting held on November 

19th, the SAL agreed to donate $300 to the Post 240 Auxilia-

ry’s Girls State fund-raising drive.   

In other news, our membership in the Sons of the American 

Legion now stands at 102 percent of our designated quota 

based on last year’s membership totals.  

We have begun a separate financial audit, 

being conducted by the Judge Advocate, 

given that our books are not a subject of 

the Post’s three-year audit being con-

ducted by their CPA firm.  Our audit will 

only be looking at the most recent 12 

months.  

Lastly, we are exploring with the Lounge 

and the Post an opportunity to give back 

to our charitable donors.  We’re also looking we can support 

law enforcement and first responders.  We are considering 

throwing them (the donors) a party.  As for law enforcement 

and first responders, we are looking at some kind of break on 

the cost of our Sunday morning breakfast (50% or 100% dis-

count).  More to come on these ideas.             — Robert Farley 

LEGION RIDERS 
DIRECTOR 

Neil Gahimer 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

Dave Viechec 

SECRETARY 

Bruce Robertson 

TREASURER 

Robert Farley 

MEMBERSHIP 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Jana Staples 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Spirit Gebbia 

SAFETY 

Jerry Sires 

ROAD CAPTAINS 

Geno Graham & Larry Barrows 

SONS  OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION 

COMMANDER 

Robert Farley 

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

Neil Gahimer 

SECOND VICE COMMANDER 

Robert Qualls 

TREASURER 

John Maxwell 

ADJUTANT 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Bruce Ganis 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Alan Getman 

HISTORIAN 

Rick Davis 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 



LADIES AUXILIARY  NEWS 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ( SEE PAGE 11 FOR MORE INFORMATION) 

LADIES  
AUXILIARY  

 
PRESIDENT 

Earlynn Stillwell 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Sherry Hamel 

SECRETARY 

Amy Quinn 

TREASURER 

Kathy McCaffrey 

HISTORIAN 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Jana Staples 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Becky Ohning  

Our Christmas decorations and our Angel 

Trees are up—thanks to all who helped.  I en-

courage everyone to take a look at the trees 

and help a less privileged child and family 

have a blessed holiday season.  We want to thank the Post for their 

$300 donation towards Girls State, as well as the $300 and $200 

donations from the SAL and Riders, respectively.  Kudos to you all! 

Our Auxiliary Bingo Cake promotions continue to do well as a fund-

raiser.  Our Harley-Davidson Cooler with Booze is still drawing in 

good raffle ticket sales.  Tickets are $5.00 apiece.  The drawing for it 

will be on December 15th during the Employee Appreciation Day 

festivities.   

A few items of note coming up include: 

• December 10—Auxiliary Meeting @ 1830 

• December 15—Auxiliary’s Harley-Davidson Raffle @ 1600 

• December 22—Christmas Party for the Kids @ 1400-1600 

                                                                              — Earlynn Stillwell 

Here are this month’s notable events and meetings: 

• Every Tuesday @ 1700—Riders Grill:  ”Taco Tuesdays”. 

• Every Wednesday @ 1700—BINGO in the Events Hall — Open to the Public. 

• Every Thursday @ 1800—Pub Quiz Trivia in the Eagles Lair Lounge. 

• Every Friday @ 1800—Queen of Hearts drawing each Friday.   

• December 8 @ 1400—Meat Bingo sponsored by the Post 240 Auxiliary. 

• December 10 @ 1730 and 1830—House Cmte, General Membership & Auxiliary meeting.   

• December 14 @ 1400—Army-Navy Football Game in the Lounge. 

• December 15 @ 1400—Employee Appreciation Day in the Lounge 

• December 15 @1600—Auxiliary “Harley Davidson” Cooler Raffle in the Lounge 

• December 17 @ 0800—VA Clinic Donuts  

• December 17 @ 1800 House, Executive & Planning Committees meetings (Rescheduled) & @ 

1800—Sons of the American Legion Mtg. 

• December 25 — CLOSED 

• December 31 @ 1900—New Year’s Eve Party in the Event Hall. 
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Rates and Sizes _____  ____________________ Monthly _____ Annual 

Business Card ………………………..……………….………………. 15.00 …………. 125.00 

Quarter Page …………………………..……………….……………. 30.00 …………. 225.00  

Half Page ……………………………..………………….……………. 50.00 …………. 450.00 

Full Page ………………………………..…….……………………….. 90.00 ………… 700.00 

Other Sizes ……………………………...…………………………. Available Upon Request 

Advertising submissions are due to American Legion Post 240, 8666 Gulf Beach Highway, 

Pensacola, FL 32507, at the email address:  adjutant@americanlegion240.org   no later 

than the 25th of each month.  The American Legion Post 240 reserves the right to reject 

any advertising deemed not suitable for print in the American Legion Post 240 Newsletter.  

All advertising is published via the following: the americanlegionpost240.org website, 

this monthly newsletter, and electronically on a video display board at American Legion 

Post 240, 8666 Gulf Beach Highway, Pensacola, FL 32507.  All rights reserved. 

Advertising Rates 
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