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COMMANDER’S CORNER 

What a fun September we just went through!  Fall always 

brings the start of fabulous sports entertainment.  From the 

kickoff to another Football season, with the fans of Florida 

and Alabama, not to mention so many others, already 

bringing their full-throated celebrations for all to hear.  And 

lest we forget, an exciting baseball season has wound down 

towards the playoffs, with two (somewhat?) local teams in 

Tampa (the Rays) and Atlanta (the Braves) making runs at 

another World Series ring!  On top of that, we have the col-

lege and professional hoops and hockey seasons kicking-off 

in the month of October.  What a great time to be a sports 

fan, right?   

But not to be outdone, our Post is looking at the start of a 

number of initiatives for the Fall 2019 season.  From Meat 

Bingo, brought to you jointly by the Riders and the Auxilia-

ry; to the return of Lounge Bingo happening on each Mon-

day’s at 1800, that’s 6:00pm for you Air Force grads, 

which, not so inconsequently, also enjoys the support of the 

Auxiliary’s new Pot Luck Mondays.  Not to be outdone, the 

Rider’s Grill is still going strong with their Taco Tuesdays.  

It all guarantees great chances for more fun times and com-

radery with friends all while enjoying some great comfort 

foods. 

In other news, we want to thank Bill Evans for his service 

on the House Committee.  Bill has moved on to another 

Post, and I for one am sure he’ll bring his own inimitable 

style to helping that Post just as he did here with us. 
(continued on Page 4) 
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FIRST VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 
American Legion 

Auxiliary 

 

As a veterans service organiza-

tion, the American Legion Auxil-

iary works at meeting the needs 

of veterans and keeping those 

needs front and center in the 

minds of the American public.  

The Auxiliary’s membership is 

now open to any spouse, male 

or female, of a current or past 

member of the Armed Services. 

Few people realize that: 

The Auxiliary is often a center 

for community and civic activi-

ties, and provides a focal point 

for citizen involvement. 

 

The Auxiliary raises more than 

$18 million every year and rein-

vests those funds in VA medical 

centers and in more than 20 

community and nationwide pro-

grams. 

 

Thousands of hours are devoted 

to crime prevention programs, 

instructing children, the elderly 

and the general public on safe-

ty, crime prevention and protec-

tion within the community. 

 

Auxiliary volunteers provide as-

sistance in 171 VA Medical Cen-

ters, providing diversion and 

entertainment for patients, and 

assisting the hospital staff in 

physical and psychological ther-

apy, clerical and many other 

duties that would otherwise cost 

American taxpayers millions of 

dollars. 

 

The Auxiliary deals with issues 

such as drug and alcohol abuse, 

missing and abused children, 

teen suicide and pregnancy.  
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Our Post is progressing well 

with our membership drive, 

including renewals, transfers or 

new membership applications.  

In fact, we are already above 

50% (51.78%) of our 2020 

membership goal of 925 mem-

bers which equates to 479 re-

newals, transfers, and new 

members signed up to-date.     

With our Post in the midst of 

membership season, I encour-

age everyone who has not yet 

renewed to do so at your earli-

est convenience. Renewing to-

day helps Post 240 meet and 

maintain our standing as the 

premier and largest Legion 

Post in all of Northwest Flori-

da.  I hope we can count on 

your support! 

— Tere Beckman 

There was, thankfully, little to 

report this past month with re-

gards to our fellow Legion-

naires and their health and well

-being; always a good thing.   

I would encourage everyone 

who has not yet done so, to 

please give the Post’s Adjutant, 

Joe Bodmer, your email ad-

dress.  The reason:  so that in 

addition to other benefits, such 

as receiving this newsletter 

online in your email, you can 

also receive timely announce-

ments of upcoming memorials, 

funerals, and most importantly, 

news and updates on fellow Le-

gion members who are hospi-

talized or otherwise under the 

weather and could use a re-

minder that they are thought of 

and missed.  

You can find the latest news on 

funerals and fellow Post mem-

bers who are hospitalized on 

our Video Board in the Eagle’s 

Lair Lounge at Post 240.   

— Barry Hines   

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

Another month, another suc-

cessful stretch of delivering 

much-needed counseling and 

advice to our fellow veterans 

and Legionnaires.  This month 

we were able to meet with and 

deliver the following number of 

services for the period August 

27 to September 23, 2019:   

 

— Donna Hudson   

SERVICE OFFICER’S REPORT 

Veteran Walk-ins 56 

Returned Phone Calls 52 

Miles Driven                        655 mi. 

Hours Volunteered                      93 



SECOND VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 
CONTACT US: 

 

COMMANDER 

Dave Forsman     850-292-2000 

ADJUTANT 

Joseph Bodmer     850-455-6111 

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

Tere Beckman    850-860-0616 

SECOND VICE COMMANDER 

Tom Williams    850-497-2463 

THIRD VICE COMMANDER 

Vacant (Dan Quinn Acting) 

FINANCE OFFICER 

Ray Hamel     229-630-3486 

HISTORIAN 

Bob Reinhart     850-501-2414 

 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

 Jerry DuPont     850-344-5887 

CHAPLAIN 

Barry Hines    850-712-2810 

SERVICE OFFICER 

Donna Hudson     850-261-1959 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Steve Stillwell -Chair   850-485-4804 

Bo Waggoner 

Mike Nicholson 

Sunday Mead 

Tony Hammerling 

 

ALR DIRECTOR 

Betti Perry     850-516-3435 

SAL COMMANDER 

Robert Farley      850-529-8351   

LOUNGE MANAGER 

Sue Terry    850-455-6111 

POST PHONE #  &  WEBSITE 

850-455-6111 

 americanlegionpost240.org 
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THIRD VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 

Last month’s Car Show and Fish Fry continued its stellar 

success with another profitable first Sunday of the month.  

Did you know that we routinely sell out of almost 60 

pounds of deep fried fish every month.  As always, kudos to 

Mario and Raybo in the cook shack, and Matthew (Meg’s 

son), Amy and Becky,  and of course, Ray and Sally J., serv-

ing in the kitchen.  This month’s Car Show and Fish Fry will 

land on October 6th.  See you all there!   

In other news!  Bill Evans has resigned from the Third Vice 

position.  However, Dan Quinn has volunteered to take the 

reins and will be our Acting Third Vice until he can be con-

firmed at our next General Membership meeting on Octo-

ber 8th.   

This past month we had a really fun, and incredibly success-

ful evening hosted by the Post 240 Auxiliary as they held 

their Casino Night soiree in the Events Hall on September 

21st from 7-10pm.  The event featured Casino-style games 

such as Blackjack, Craps, Poker, and Roulette along with 

plenty of heavy hor d’oeuvres.  Congratulations to all those 

who won, and many thanks to those silent auction winners 

on your takes, such as that Cherrywood Cigar Humidor, the 

Makita 12V Lithium-Ion drill, and more.  It was a fantastic 

night of comradery and casino-style gambling for all.    

In other news, Karaoke on Saturday nights from 1900 to 

2300 continues to be a solid success in the Eagles Lair 

Lounge.  Brought to you by the same “Lips-A-Go-Go” DJ 

group, all are invited to come out and serenade!  Also, com-

ing this month we’ll see the last Car Show and Fish Fry of 

the season on Sunday, October 6th from 12:00 noon to 

3:00pm (the Fish Fry runs from 1:00pm to 3:00pm).  As an 

added bonus, “Two Old Guys” will be playing in the Lounge 

for the Car Show and Fish Fry, from noon to 3pm. 

Finally, our own Post 240 Auxiliary will be hosting a Chil-

dren’s Fall Fest on Saturday the 26th of October, with activi-

ties like a Bounce House, food, games, and of course, candy 

galore!  Hope everyone can make it to support the kids, or 

just be one yourself!     

— Tom Williams 



Did you know that a huge change to the membership requirements for the American Legion 

Auxiliary took place during the Legion’s 101st National Convention held in Indianapolis this 

past month.  Changes were made to the Legion’s Constitution and Bylaws, essentially re-

placing the words “wife” with “spouse”.  The American Legion, which is chartered by the 

U.S. Congress, itself created and chartered the Auxiliary, which means that it does not need 

Congressional authorization to make the change, only the approval of the Legion itself via 

our Constitution and Bylaws.  Effective September 1st, the change now allows any spouse of 

a Legionnaire to join the Auxiliary regardless of their sex—yes, that means husbands can 

now join the Auxiliary.  This significant change in our Constitution, when taken together 

with Congress’s passage of the Legion Act of 2019 allowing any honorably discharged mem-

ber of the military since World War II to join the Legion, means we now have the untapped 

potential to enlist more than 4.5 million new members to the Legion and our Auxiliary.  

Llastly, I want to throw a shout-out to our Adjutant for all of the work he’s putting in to keep 

us all informed and up-to-speed with Post 240 events.  And to make better use of his efforts 

at maintaining this newsletter, our website, the lounge video board and more, please jot 

down your email address and put it in his inbox in the lounge 

so he can add you to our Post’s email roster.  You’ll receive the 

newsletter electronically, as well as other announcements from 

the Chaplain, Historian and others.  As always, for the latest up

-to-the-minute news, follow along with Post 240’s website at: 

americanlegionpost240.org 

— Dave Forsman 

COMMANDER’S CORNER (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

EVENT HALL  

RENTAL  

 

Need a place to hold 

an event?  Birthdays, 

anniversaries, recep-

tions, parties: we have 

the space!   

Our Hall holds 199 

people, has a private 

bar, band stand, dance 

floor, etc.  Catering is 

also available.  Rea-

sonable usage fees 

apply.   

For further info contact 

the Lounge at (850) 

455-6111 and speak to 

the Lounge Manager, 

Ms. Sue Terry, or our 

Second Vice Com-

mander Tom Williams. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT 

The following financial data 

are reported as of the Septem-

ber 24th Executive Committee 

Meeting:  

In other financial news, the 3-

year audit being conducted by 

Saltmarsh, Cleaveland & 

Gund, CPAs has picked up its 

pace.  In fact, we met with the 

auditor’s team on October 1st 

to discuss wide-ranging is-

sues, such as budgeting, infor-

mation technology, our ac-

counting practices, and our 

Post’s assets and liabilities as 

they change month-to-month. 

We remain hopeful that com-

pletion of the audit by the end 

of October or early November 

is possible.  But there is a tre-

mendous amount of data be-

ing compiled and scrutinized .  

So, stay tuned ...   

— Ray Hamel  

Cash & Bank Assets  $49,367 

Money Market        $113,112 

Liabilities                         $50,000 

Income                         $12,584 

Expenditures              $11,243 



 

            Hours: 

Wed:  1600—2000 

Thu:    1700—2000 

Fri:      1700—2000 

Sun:    0800—1100 

                                                      Menu 

SANDWICHES      SIDES 

Hamburger      $5.50   Onion Rings   $4.50 

Cheeseburger     $6.00   French Fries   $3.50 

Patty Melt    $6.00   Cheese Sticks   $4.50 

Bacon Cheeseburger  $7.50   Appetizer Platter  $10.50 

Ham or Turkey Sandwich  $5.50     

Grilled Cheese    $4.00   SALADS 

Bacon-Lettuce-Tomato  $6.50   Regular Salad  $3.00 

Grilled Ham & Cheese   $5.50   Chef Salad   $7.00 

Club Sandwich   $6.50   Grilled Chicken Salad $7.00 

        Taco Salad   $7.00 

APPETIZERS      $10.00 DINNER NIGHTS (Wed, Fri.) 

Lumpia (9)    $5.50   Country Fried Steak 

Chicken Wings   (7)   $5.50   Pepper Steak 

Chicken Tenders   (3-4)  $5.50   Chicken Breast (Grilled or Fried) 

    Add Fries    $7.00   Sweet & Sour Pork or Chicken 

        All Dinners include Salad, Roll, 2 Sides 

DINNER SIDES:  Baked or Mashed Potato, Corn, Steamed Rice, French Fries,  

   Steamed Broccoli, Green Beans  

 

THE AGENCY OF PENSACOLA 

Your Real Estate Source 
5705 N. Davis Hwy~Pensacola, FL  32503 

Rob Wilmer, Realtor 
(o) 850.472.2500 

(c) 850.723.3250  

robwilmerrealtor@gmail.com  



BINGO HALL 
OPERATIONS 

 

The Bingo Hall con-

tinues to request vol-

unteers to assist with 

the event operations. 

Volunteers are re-

quested to state their 

preferred start and 

end times relative to 

their availability.   

Assistance and sup-

port for the early 

hours of Bingo 

Nights is especially 

requested. 

Our games have six 

$250 pots and all 

other games have 

$50 winners.  Bingo 

starts at 1800 on 

Wednesdays.  Bingo 

is open to the public, 

so grab a friend and 

come on down!  

LOUNGE NEWS 

In September, the Eagle’s Lair Lounge reported that it again 

took in approximately $7,000 in Pull Tabs revenue, and also 

took in approximately $2,500 in revenue from food and bever-

age sales for the month.   

The Queen of Hearts drawing continues apace, with the pot 

climbing to almost $5,000 as of September 27th.  The drawings 

are held each and every Friday at 1800 in the Eagles Lair 

Lounge.  Tickets are $1.00 apiece, and seating at the bar fills up 

some 2-3 hours before the drawing, so come early and enjoy 

some fun times with friends and all your Legion family.   

Our new Board Games that are played with Pull Tabs have been 

a rousing success, selling out quickly.  The games routinely 

have two $500, three $200, and seven $100 prizes and multi-

ple $20 and $5 winners, with a $300 prize for the winning red 

number picked last from among all the red numbers recorded.   

Our Monthly Lounge Inventory for October will be held on No-

vember 2nd starting at 0800.  House Committee members, this 

is a reminder to muster up, and to all other volunteers, you are 

always welcome to help. 

And as a final note, the Italian Cookoff Party previously sched-

uled for August 10th, with judging and prizes for Best Appetiz-

er, Best Entrée, and Best Italian Dessert has been rescheduled 

to November 9th at 1600.  It should be quite the show, food-

wise!                                                                                    — Sue Terry 
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Cell  (850) 281-1816 

Toll Free   (855) 747-ROOF (7663) 

Bradley Hampshire 

Lic#CCC1328259 



If anyone has any pictures of the history of our post, please get in touch with me so I can in-

clude them in next year’s scrapbook.  And please remember to include any names of individu-

als in your pictures so we can correctly attribute the faces in the pics.  We have so many events 

throughout the year, it would be a shame to miss out on any one! 

— Bob Reinhart 

HISTORIAN’S NEWS  

HOUSE COMMITTEE NEWS 

Once again the House Committee had a 

relatively quiet 30 days as far as major, or 

for that matter even relatively minor, 

maintenance tasks go.  We did do a 

bunch of small efforts around the Post, 

but nothing of significance to report, 

which I suppose is a positive.   

We do want to again thank the 23 young 

men and women of NAS Pensacola’s Technical Training Com-

mand for their unwavering support of our Post.  Again last 

month we were blessed to have their assistance in doing clean-up 

and general maintenance activities around the Post that our jani-

torial services do not otherwise perform (think:  polishing floors, 

cleaning the cook shack, yard work, power washing, and more.) 

Lastly, we are still in the midst of researching insurance policy 

coverages and quotes for our Post’s property and liability insur-

ance — one of our biggest ticket items each year.  More to come 

on that.  Finally, a quick shout-out to Sunday Meads for her 

unanimous election to the House Committee.  Huzzah!    

                                                                                        — Steve Stillwell  

 

SALLY’S J’S 

KITCHEN  

Sally J’s Kitchen is 

open for Bingo on 

Wednesday nights, Fri-

day nights for Karaoke, 

and Sunday mornings for 

breakfast.   

For now we are pleased 

that the Kitchen is also 

open on Thursdays for 

Pub Quiz “Trivia” nights.  

Hungry for a Steak dinner 

with all the fixin’s?  That’s 

a Sally J’s Kitchen spe-

cialty on Friday nights 

with Steak Dinners that 

include two sides, roll, 

salad, and a sweet  

dessert.  YUM! 
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AMERICAN LEGION  RIDERS  

The next Post 240 American Legion Rid-

ers meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 

October 3rd @ 1800.    

Our  Rider’s Grill on Tuesdays starting 

at 1700 continues to show strong support 

by the Post.  Currently featuring tacos 

(hard and soft) and taco salads, every-

thing is prepared fresh and to-order, so 

come in and get yours, and you’ll have to 

try “Alex’s Margarita Specials” too!  At $2.00 apiece, they go 

perfectly with a couple of loaded tacos. 

Also, coming this month on October 12th, we will have our Fun 

Run Ride with a “Blessing of the Bikes”. Starting at 0900 in 

the morning.  Mark your calendars and we’ll see you for these 

important ALR events! 

— Betti Perry 

 

 

 

The news from the Sons this month is about the City’s official 

proclamation of September 16th last month being designated 

as American Legion Recognition Day for the City of Pensacola.   

An official citation was presented to me 

from Mayor Grover Robinson and now 

sits on the cabinet behind the bar for all 

to see. 

In other news, SAL donated $100 to the 

ROTC program at a local high school, 

which the Post 240 matched with anoth-

er $100.   

And lastly, we are finally getting new 

software to manage our membership 

rolls and data.  It is being installed on the computer in the 

Post’s Office, and should be up and running this month.  In the 

meantime, please share your email addresses with us by slip-

ping a note with your name and email in our SAL inbox on the 

wall in the lounge. 

— Robert Farley 

LEGION RIDERS 
DIRECTOR 

Betti Perry 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

Neil Gahimer 

SECRETARY 

Bruce Robertson 

TREASURER 

Robert Farley 

MEMBERSHIP 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Jana Staples 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Spirit Gebbia 

SAFETY 

Jerry Sires 

ROAD CAPTAINS 

Geno Graham & Larry Barrows 

SONS  OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION 

COMMANDER 

Robert Farley 

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

Neil Gahimer 

SECOND VICE COMMANDER 

Robert Qualls 

TREASURER 

John Maxwell 

ADJUTANT 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Bruce Ganis 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Alan Getman 

HISTORIAN 

Rick Davis 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 



LADIES AUXILIARY  NEWS 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ( SEE PAGE 10 FOR MORE INFORMATION) 

LADIES  
AUXILIARY  

 
PRESIDENT 

Earlynn Stillwell 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Sherry Hamel 

SECRETARY 

Amy Quin 

TREASURER 

Kathy McCaffrey 

HISTORIAN 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Jana Staples 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Becky Ohning  

Our Monday Pot Luck dinners at 1700 are 

doing great business.  It’s bringing in peo-

ple for Lounge Bingo as well, so it’s a win-

win!  In addition, our Meat Bingo this 

month is coming up on Saturday, the 5th @ 

2:00pm.  See you there! 

Our Casino Night event, held from 7pm 

to 10pm with all sorts of table games (Craps, Blackjack, Poker, 

Roulette was a great success and we raised a nice pot of money 

for future events.     

The Ladies Auxiliary has a Fall Fest on October 26th for the 

kids to celebrate Halloween.  We’re planning a Bounce House, 

games and more.  It will begin at 1300.   As an aside to that, the 

Sons of the American Legion and the Pensacola Chiefs Associa-

tion donated $200 towards bagged candy for the kids, and the 

Car Show and Fish Fry on October 6th will also be collecting 

bagged candy for the kids. 

— Earlynn Stillwell 

• Every Monday @ 1700—Pot Luck Mondays with Lounge Bingo at 1800. 

• Every Tuesday @ 1700—Riders Grill:  ”Taco Tuesdays”. 

• Every Wednesday @ 1700—BINGO in the Events Hall — Open to the Public. 

• Every Thursday @ 1800—Pub Quiz Trivia — Open to the Public. 

• Every Friday @ 1800—Queen of Hearts drawing each Friday.  Come in to the lounge 

and get your tickets:  $1.00 a ticket. 

• October 5 @ 1400—Meat Bingo sponsored by the American Legion Auxiliary. 

• October 6 @ 1200—Car Show & Fish Fry (Fish Fry @ 1300). 

• October 8 @ 1730 and 1830—House Committee, General Membership & Ladies Auxilia-

ry meetings (respectively).   

• October 12@ 0900—AL Riders “Fun Run” & “Blessing of the Bikes”. 

• October 15 @ 0800—VA Clinic Donuts Charity event & @ 1800—Sons of the American 

Legion Meeting. 

• October 26 @ 1300—FUN FEST for kids of all ages Halloween event. 

• October 24 @ 1800—House, Executive & Planning Committees meet. Page  9 











AMERICAN LEGION POST 240 WEBSITE 

IS UP AND RUNNING !!!

Type into your web browser the following URL:

americanlegionpost240.org

That’s all there is.  

It’s fast, responsive, and informative.

We’re constantly looking for the right kinds 

of information to add to our website, 

so if you have ideas, just see the 

Adjutant and share your thoughts!





JOIN US for 

BINGO NIGHTS

Wednesdays @ 1800 

in the Event Hall

KARAOKE !!

EVERY FRIDAY  @  1900
Brought to you by

LIPS A GO-GO
DJ AND KARAOKE

TAMMY CALVERT OWNER


