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COMMANDER’S CORNER 

What an amazing August we just had.  First, there are the 

opportunities and challenges presented to us by the  

passage, and signing by the President, of the  

LEGION Act  (Let Everyone Get Involved In Opportuni-

ties for National Service Act).  For me personally and our 

Post collectively, we also had the bestowing of our Post’s  

annual awards to those most deserving among us this past 

year.  But there was also the legitimate whirlwind of activity 

by our First Vice Commander and Adjutant in handling and 

processing the incredible influx of membership renewals.  

Yes, we’ve had a truly auspicious start to the 2019/2020 

American Legion year. 

With passage of the LEGION Act of 2019, every veteran 

who served since the bombing of Pearl Harbor is eligible to 

join the American Legion.  Not only does the LEGION Act 

recognize the ultimate sacrifices of the 1,600 veterans who 

were killed or wounded during their service in previously 

undeclared periods of global conflict, but it also means the 

eligibility window for membership in the American Legion 

will now run until the U.S. is no longer at war, which – his-

torically speaking – may never happen.   

Some may ask, “so now what’s the difference between the 

American Legion and the AMVETS?”  Today, from an eligi-

bility standpoint, not much.  But eventually, hostilities will 

be declared at an end, and when that happens, unlike the  
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FIRST VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 
 

Did You Know? 

Beginning August 1st, our 
Post 240 Service Officer dis-
continued accepting ap-
pointments by phone.   Ap-
pointments are now sched-
uled for veterans by walk-in 
from 1000 to 1200 and 
1300 to 1500 on Mondays 
and Thursdays. 

When you come to see our 
Service Officer, individuals 
should bring the following 
with them to schedule an 
appointment: 

For Veterans: 

• Bring your DD-214; 

• Any letters from the VA 
Disability Claims Office; 
and, 

• If you are a Vietnam, 
Gulf War, or Burn Pit 
veteran and have not 
already registered, take 
your DD-214 and visit 
the VA’s JACC (Veteran’s 
Administration Joint Am-
bulatory Care Center) at 
790 Veterans Way, Pen-
sacola, FL 32507.  Ask 
for Dorothy Campbell in 
Delta Section to get on 
the registry before you 
come in to see the Ser-
vice Officer.   

For Widows and Widowers 

• Bring any applicable DD-
214 and any letters from 
the VA Disability Claims 
Office; and, 

• Death Certificate. 
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At our General Membership 

meeting on August 13th, we 

read the names of 21 new and 6 

transfer memberships received 

during the previous 30 days.  

All were approved by a unani-

mous voice vote.  

With our Post in the midst of 

membership season, I encour-

age everyone who has not yet 

renewed to do so at your earli-

est convenience.  The American 

Legion’s Department of Florida  

establishes quotas for all Posts 

by week and month and we 

continue to be  right on our 

quota.  I understand those who 

look at their card and decide its 

still valid until December 31st 

of this year.  And you’re right, 

you don’t need to renew yet.  

But changing your renewal 

schedule to better reflect the 

membership year helps Post 

240 meet and maintain our 

standing as the premier and 

largest Legion Post in all of 

Northwest Florida.  I hope we 

can count on your support! 

— Tere Beckman 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT 

There was, thankfully, little to 

report this past month with re-

gards to our fellow Legion-

naires and their health and well

-being; always a good thing.    

We are sending out best wishes 

and prayers for our dear friend 

Bobby Selinka who was unex-

pectedly hospitalized the week 

of August 19th.  But he is now 

out of ICU and resting comfort-

ably at the hospital. You can 

find the latest news on funerals 

and fellow Post members who 

are hospitalized on our Video 

Board in the Eagle’s Lair 

Lounge at Post 240.   

— Barry Hines   

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT 

The following financial data are 

reported as of the August 27th 

Executive Committee Meeting:  

In other financial news, two 

items of interest:  first, our 

Property and Liability Insur-

ance is coming due for the next 

12 months.  At roughly 

$12,000, this is one of our big-

ger expenditures every year. 

Second, the 3-year audit being 

conducted by Saltmarsh, 

Cleaveland & Gund, CPAs con-

tinues apace with a hopeful 

completion in early October.    

— Ray Hamel  

Cash & Bank Assets  $57,992 

Money Market        $113,105 

Liabilities                         $50,000 

Income                         $21,543 

Expenditures              $25,036 



SECOND VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 
CONTACT US: 

 

COMMANDER 

Dave Forsman     850-292-2000 

ADJUTANT 

Joseph Bodmer     850-455-6111 

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

Tere Beckman    850-860-0616 

SECOND VICE COMMANDER 

Tom Williams    850-497-2463 

THIRD VICE COMMANDER 

Bill Evans   (Acting)    850-860-7906 

FINANCE OFFICER 

Ray Hamel     229-630-3486 

HISTORIAN 

Bob Reinhart     850-501-2414 

 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

 Jerry DuPont     850-344-5887 

CHAPLAIN 

Barry Hines    850-712-2810 

SERVICE OFFICER 

Donna Hudson     850-261-1959 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Steve Stillwell -Chair   850-485-4804 

Bo Waggoner 

Mike Nicholson 

 

ALR DIRECTOR 

Betti Perry     850-516-3435 

SAL COMMANDER 

Robert Farley      850-529-8351   

 

LOUNGE MANAGER 

Sue Terry    850-455-6111 

POST PHONE #  &  WEBSITE 

850-455-6111 

 americanlegionpost240.org 
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THIRD VICE COMMANDER’S NEWS 

Last month’s Car Show and Fish Fry continued its stellar 

success with another profitable first Sunday of the month.  

Did you know that we routinely sell out of almost 60 

pounds of deep fried fish every month.  As always, kudos to 

Mario and Raybo in the cook shack, and Amy and Becky 

(and of course Ray and Sally J.) serving in the kitchen.  This 

month’s Car Show and Fish Fry will land on September 1st, 

Labor Day weekend.  See you all there!   

In other news!  We now have an acting Third Vice Com-

mander:  Bill Evans has stepped up to the plate, and will be 

voted on for Third Vice at our General Membership meet-

ing on September 10th.  Bill left the House Committee to 

take on this important role and we wish him all the best. 

Coming this month are a number of events we’re planning 

for adults of all ages.  First, let me say that from my perspec-

tive, my taste buds were disappointed that the “Italian Cook-

Off Night” festivities were regrettably, albeit correctly, post-

poned due to the memorial services for John Wyers.   How-

ever, not to worry as I’m told by our Lounge Manager, Sue 

Terry, that this will be rescheduled very soon.     

In big news for September, a fun evening is coming up with 

the Ladies Auxiliary hosting a Casino Night in the Events 

Hall on September 21st from 7-10pm.  The event, open to 

adults-only, will feature Casino-style games such as Black-

jack, Craps, Poker, Roulette and more.  And although no 

cash winnings will be paid out, there will be prizes for those 

players who are fortunate enough to win, and include a wide 

range of prize items such as: a cherrywood Cigar Humidor; a 

pair of Bushnell binoculars, signed sports memorabilia, and 

more.  It should be a fantastic night of comradery and casino

-style gambling for all.  Tickets are $20.00 per person and 

can be purchased in the Lounge from any of our bartenders.  

In other news, Karaoke on Saturday nights from 1900 to 

2300 has begun and has so far has been a great success in 

the Eagles Lair Lounge.  Brought to you by the same “Lips-A

-Go-Go” DJ group, all are invited to come out and serenade! 

— Tom Williams 



AMVETS, the window of eligibility to join the American Legion going forward will close.  

Until that day comes, however, it is incumbent on us all to let every veteran we come in con-

tact with know about this fabulous opportunity to join the premier veterans organiza-

tion in the world. 

In other big news from August, our Post held its annual awards ceremony on the 13th.  And 

in case you missed it, congratulations are in order for all of our awardees.  Here’s the list: 

• SARGE Award — Mimi DeBartolo 

• BIG HAT Award — Alex “Stretch” Barber 

• BOB BOGUE Award — Dan Quinn 

• VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR Award — Amy Quinn 

• LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR Award — Harold “Hal” Eyerly 

I hope everyone will share a hearty “job well done” to our awesome awardees when next you 

see them. 

And finally, I want to say a few words about the start of this 

year’s membership season.  Each new year in the American Le-

gion begins with the closure of the Florida Department’s Annu-

al State Convention held in Orlando at the end of July.  Our 

First Vice Commander, Tere Beckman, and our Adjutant, Joe 

Bodmer went to work as soon as the convention ended, pro-

cessing membership renewals mailed-in to the Post.  And when 

I say went to work, I mean it!   

In less than a month, Tere and Joe (Joe says Tere deserves the 

credit!) had processed over 311 renewals, entering them into 

both our Post’s computer database and the national organiza-

tion’s MYLEGION.ORG database, not to mention also mailing 

out those new 2019/2020 membership cards; a daunting task 

they continue to perform with aplomb.   Our membership goal 

for this year is 987 members.  However, as I mentioned above, 

with passage of the LEGION Act, we hope to easily surpass that 

goal—and we will!   

To that end, if you have questions regarding your membership 

renewal, or any question regarding membership in the Ameri-

can Legion, please see Tere or Joe: they are our go-to resource 

for all things membership-related.  As always, for the latest up-

to-the-minute news, follow along with Post 240’s website at: 

americanlegionpost240.org 

— Dave Forsman 

COMMANDER’S CORNER (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

EVENT HALL  

RENTAL  

 

Need a place to hold 

an event?  Birthdays, 

anniversaries, recep-

tions, parties: we have 

the space!   

Our Hall holds 199 

people, has a private 

bar, band stand, dance 

floor, etc.  Catering is 

also available.  Rea-

sonable usage fees 

apply.   

For further info contact 

the Lounge at (850) 

455-6111 and speak to 

the Lounge Manager, 

Ms. Sue Terry, or our 

Second Vice Com-

mander Tom Williams. 



 

            Hours: 

Wed:  1600—2000 

Thu:    1700—2000 

Fri:      1700—2000 

Sun:    0800—1100 

                                                      Menu 

SANDWICHES      SIDES 

Hamburger      $5.50   Onion Rings   $4.50 

Cheeseburger     $6.00   French Fries   $3.50 

Patty Melt    $6.00   Cheese Sticks   $4.50 

Bacon Cheeseburger  $7.50   Appetizer Platter  $10.50 

Ham or Turkey Sandwich  $5.50     

Grilled Cheese    $4.00   SALADS 

Bacon-Lettuce-Tomato  $6.50   Regular Salad  $3.00 

Grilled Ham & Cheese   $5.50   Chef Salad   $7.00 

Club Sandwich   $6.50   Grilled Chicken Salad $7.00 

        Taco Salad   $7.00 

APPETIZERS      $10.00 DINNER NIGHTS (Wed, Fri.) 

Lumpia (9)    $5.50   Country Fried Steak 

Chicken Wings   (7)   $5.50   Pepper Steak 

Chicken Tenders   (3-4)  $5.50   Chicken Breast (Grilled or Fried) 

    Add Fries    $7.00   Sweet & Sour Pork or Chicken 

        All Dinners include Salad, Roll, 2 Sides 

DINNER SIDES:  Baked or Mashed Potato, Corn, Steamed Rice, French Fries,  

   Steamed Broccoli, Green Beans  

 

THE AGENCY OF PENSACOLA 

Your Real Estate Source 
5705 N. Davis Hwy~Pensacola, FL  32503 

Rob Wilmer, Realtor 
(o) 850.472.2500 

(c) 850.723.3250  

robwilmerrealtor@gmail.com  



BINGO HALL 
OPERATIONS 

 

The Bingo Hall con-

tinues to request vol-

unteers to assist with 

event operations.  

Volunteers are re-

quested to state their 

preferred start and 

end times relative to 

their availability.   

Assistance and sup-

port for the early 

hours of Bingo 

Nights is especially 

requested. 

Our games have six 

$250 pots and all 

other games have 

$50 winners.  Bingo 

starts at 1800 on 

Wednesdays.  Bingo 

is open to the public, 

so grab a friend and 

come on down!  

LOUNGE NEWS 

In August, the Eagle’s Lair Lounge reported that it again took 

in approximately $6,000 in Pull Tabs revenue, and also took in 

approximately $3,000 in revenue from food and beverage sales 

for the month.     

The Queen of Hearts drawing continues apace, with the pot 

climbing to almost $4,000 as of August 30th.  The drawings are 

held each and every Friday at 1800 in the Eagles Lair Lounge.  

Tickets are $1.00 apiece, and seating at the bar fills up some 2-

3 hours before the drawing, so come early and enjoy some fun 

times with friends and all your Legion family.     

Coming up this month, we have a Bus Trip to Biloxi and the 

Scarlet Pearl Casino.  It’s scheduled for September 9th.  The 

Bus leaves at 8:30am from Post 240 and has Bingo and Bloody 

Mary’s on the ride up.  The cost is $15.00 per person, and in-

cludes $20.00 in free slot play and a half price all–you-can-eat 

buffet courtesy of the Scarlet Pearl. 

Our Monthly Lounge Inventory this month is September 28th 

starting at 0800.  House Committee members, this is a remind-

er, and to all others, volunteers are always welcome to help. 

And as a final note, the Italian Cookoff Party previously sched-

uled for August 10th, with judging and prizes for Best Appetiz-

er, Best Entrée, and Best Italian Dessert is being rescheduled, 

so stay tuned for the new date and time. 

— Sue Terry 
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Cell  (850) 281-1816 

Toll Free   (855) 747-ROOF (7663) 
Bradley Hampshire 

Lic#CCC1328259 



If anyone has any pictures of the history of our post, please get in touch with me so I can in-

clude them in next year’s scrapbook.  And please remember to include any names of individu-

als in your pictures so we can correctly attribute the faces in the pics.  We have so many events 

throughout the year, it would be a shame to miss out on any one! 

— Bob Reinhart 

HISTORIAN’S NEWS  

HOUSE COMMITTEE NEWS 

On this month’s maintenance front, the 

House Committee had a relatively quiet 

30 days.  We did a bunch of small tasks 

around the Post, but nothing of signifi-

cance to report, which I suppose is a posi-

tive.   

In other news, the House Committee has 

two new vacancies to fill with the depar-

tures of both Bill Evans, who has accepted a new position as Act-

ing Third Vice Commander, and Hal Eyerly, our former House 

Committee Chair.  Speaking of Hal, congratulations to our for-

mer Chair for his selection as Legionnaire of the Year!   

If you think you’d like to volunteer to help the Post, a position on 

the House Committee is a great place to start; one that doesn’t 

require a lot of time or effort., but can be so rewarding when you 

see in real-time the results of your work and efforts on behalf of 

Post 240. 

— Steve Stillwell  

 

SALLY’S J’S 

KITCHEN  

Sally J’s Kitchen is 

open for Bingo on 

Wednesday nights, Fri-

day nights for Karaoke, 

and Sunday mornings for 

breakfast.   

For now we are pleased 

that the Kitchen is also 

open on Thursdays for 

Pub Quiz “Trivia” nights.  

Hungry for a Steak dinner 

with all the fixin’s?  That’s 

a Sally J’s Kitchen spe-

cialty on Friday nights 

with Steak Dinners that 

include two sides, roll, 

salad, and a sweet  

dessert.  YUM! 
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AMERICAN LEGION  RIDERS  

The next Post 240 American Legion Riders meeting is sched-

uled for August 5th @ 1800.    

Our  Rider’s Grill on Tuesdays starting 

at 1700 continues to show strong support 

by the Post.  Currently featuring tacos 

(hard and soft) and taco salads, every-

thing is prepared fresh and to-order, so 

come in and get yours, and you’ll have to 

try “Alex’s Margarita Specials” too!  At 

$2.00 apiece, they go perfectly with a couple of loaded tacos. 

Speaking of Rider events, we are planning for our first Meat 

Bingo for Saturday, September 7th.  Bingo starts at 1400.  It 

should be a hoot, with bingo winners receiving prime butcher 

cuts of meats versus cash prizes.  And also coming this month 

on September 14th, we will have our 12th Annual Homeless 

Veterans Poker Ride.  Mark your calendars and we’ll see you 

for this important annual ALR event!  

— Betti Perry 

 

 

The news from the Sons this month is all about the Benjamins; 

specifically donations and grants we’ve received this month!   

First, we received a $12,300 donation from Crown Health 

Care Laundry Services in the form of 

810 thermal blankets we in turn gave to 

the Riders of Post 240 for their Homeless 

Veterans ride this month. 

WUWF radio donated $1,000 in airtime 

in the form of 26 radio ad spots promot-

ing the American Legion.   

Finally, Lamar Advertising donated 

$250 in the form of electronic billboard 

advertising.  It is the same “Join Us” billboard that is located 

on Navy Boulevard a half-mile from the main gate at NAS.  

That “Join Us” billboard will now also be on their electronic 

billboard at the corner of Garden and “D” Streets.  The ad ran 

from August 26 to September 1.   Good stuff! 

— Robert Farley 

LEGION RIDERS 
DIRECTOR 

Betti Perry 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

Neil Gahimer 

SECRETARY 

Bruce Robertson 

TREASURER 

Robert Farley 

MEMBERSHIP 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Jana Staples 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Spirit Gebbia 

SAFETY 

Jerry Sires 

ROAD CAPTAINS 

Geno Graham & Larry Barrows 

SONS  OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION 

COMMANDER 

Robert Farley 

FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

Neil Gahimer 

SECOND VICE COMMANDER 

Robert Qualls 

TREASURER 

John Maxwell 

ADJUTANT 

Justin Farley 

CHAPLAIN 

Bruce Ganis 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Alan Getman 

HISTORIAN 

Rick Davis 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 



LADIES AUXILIARY  NEWS 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ( SEE PAGES 10 & 11 FOR MORE INFORMATION) 

LADIES  
AUXILIARY  

 
PRESIDENT 

Earlynn Stillwell 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Sherry Hamel 

SECRETARY 

Amy Quin 

TREASURER 

Kathy McCaffrey 

HISTORIAN 

Vacant 

CHAPLAIN 

Jana Staples 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Becky Ohning  

We have our first event of the new Auxilia-

ry year planned for September 21.  Our  

Casino Night event will be held from 7pm 

to 10pm with all sorts of table games 

(Craps, Blackjack, Poker, Roulette, and 

more).  The cost will be $20.00 per person 

and is an adult-only event.   

The Ladies Auxiliary is also planning a Fall Fest on October 

26th for the kids to celebrate Halloween.  We’re planning a 

Bounce House, games and more.  Stay tuned for more details as 

the planning for this event becomes more concrete. 

Lastly, remember to come out for our regularly scheduled 

monthly Ladies Auxiliary Meeting, which is always held on the 

same day as the Post’s General Membership meeting, which is 

this month is on August 13th. 

— Earlynn Stillwell 

Here are this month’s notable events and meetings: 

• Every Wednesday @ 1700—BINGO in the Events Hall. 

• Every Tuesday @ 1700—Riders Grill:  ”Taco Tuesdays”. 

• Every Friday @ 1800—Queen of Hearts drawing each Friday.  Come in to the lounge 

and get your tickets:  $1.00 a ticket. 

• September 1 @ 1200—Car Show & Fish Fry (Fish Fry @ 1300). 

• September 5 @ 1800—AL Riders Meeting. 

• September 7 @ 1600—Meat Bingo sponsored by the American Legion Riders. 

• September 10 @ 1730 and 1830—House Committee, General Membership & Ladies 

Auxiliary meetings (respectively).   

• September 14 @  0900—ALR 12th Annual Homeless Veterans Ride 

• September 17 @ 0800—VA Clinic Donuts Charity event.  Come out and help us deliver 

donuts to VA staff and patients alike. 

• September 17 @ 1800—Sons of the American Legion Meeting. 

• September 21 @ 1900—CASINO NIGHT sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary. 

• September 24 @ 1800—House, Executive & Planning Committees meet. Page  9 









IN THE EAGLES LAIR LOUNGE

EVERY DAY 4-7pm

$2.00 DOMESTIC BEER

$2.50 IMPORT BEER

$2.50 WELL DRINKS



AMERICAN LEGION POST 240 WEBSITE 

IS UP AND RUNNING !!!

Type into your web browser the following URL:

americanlegionpost240.org

That’s all there is.  

It’s fast, responsive, and informative.

We’re constantly looking for the right kinds 

of information to add to our website, 

so if you have ideas, just see the 

Adjutant and share your thoughts!





JOIN US for 

BINGO NIGHTS

Wednesdays @ 1800 

in the Event Hall

KARAOKE !!

EVERY FRIDAY  @  1900
Brought to you by

LIPS A GO-GO
DJ AND KARAOKE

TAMMY CALVERT OWNER


